


Duncan made rounds of her famous short bread.  Cheryl and 
Bill Robertson donated a variety of Scottish related items.  
Herb and Mary Ann Dobbins also donated to the auction.    And 
let’s not forget all those who purchased the items. Thank you 
all.

Have you lost count yet as to the number of members that 
contributed to this annual event?  We are not finished yet.  Our 
newest contributor is our new Branch Clan Piper, Allyson 
Crowley-Duncan.  We are thrilled to welcome her and her 
parents, Justine Crowley Duncan and Jim Duncan, to our 
family.  Ally is a very talented musician not only playing the 
bagpipes and a number of other instruments, but she is quite a 
singer as well.  She joined in with the Dram Boys, our music 
entertainment for the evening, to sing Amazing Grace.  Thanks 
for your additions to our evening.

Now let’s talk about the rest of the year.  Think about our 
clan officers and state representatives who lend their talent and 
time and expenses to represent our branch at more than a dozen 
Scottish events throughout our region.  There are also many 
members who volunteer to assist the Tent Masters at these 
events by working at the tent to spell the hosts and assist folks 
seeking information about our clan.   The Games are our major 
pipeline for new members.  Without the participation of many 
we would be unable to spread our message and mission 
throughout the region.  Thank you all.

Let’s not forget our esteemed newsletter editor, Joan 
Young. Joan shepherds us all in getting our articles and 
information to her so that she has time to produce the excellent, 
informative publication that she does. We recently received 
feedback from a new member that her newsletter was fantastic.  
Thank you Joan for your hard work!

As you can see it takes many hands to complete the work 
of our Branch.   As we witnessed at our event on April 2nd the 
energy is infectious.  I can attest that we have a fine group of 
members who are supportive of each other and value the 
friendships they have formed by sharing our common heritage.  
If you are not currently involved, it is easy to do.  Just drop me 
a note, call your state representative or just show up at one of 
the games and offer to help out at the clan tent.  Or if you have 
other talents or interests, let us know what you are willing to do 
as several have just done at the meeting.  I guarantee you will 
not regret it. 

Douglas Newton,  In-coming President

Scottish Cooking

  with

Bev Duncan and 
Wendy McIntosh

Guy Sheldon and his Salute to the Haggis

Herb Dobbins receiving his certificate of appreciation from 
Doug Newton
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The Atholl Brose

Scottish Imports

For Kilts, Kilt alterations, Ladies’ Kilt 
skirts, Tartan Fabric, Ties, Scarves,

 SCD ghillies & pumps, etc

Write:
PO Box 400374, Cambridge, MA 02140

Phone:
1-617-661-5899

E-mail:
athollbrose@verizon.net



Clan Donnachaidh Society Northeast Branch
Wachusett Village Inn

Council Meeting
April 2, 2011 at 12:30 PM

Those in attendance: Herb and Mary Ann Dobbins, Doug and 
Sue Newton, Scott Duncan, Richard Duncanson, Beverly 
Duncan and guest, Carol Duncanson.

Agenda
1. Scholarship Program

 The council discussed the scholarship  donations 
 we have received this year ($700+) and d e c i d e d 
 to increase by one the number of small games for 
 whom this Branch will give scholarships. The 
 decision is as follows:
     NH Games at Loon Mtn            $300
                                    Quechee VT Games $100
 Maine Games $100
 Scotland CT Games $100
 Cape Cod Games $100

2. Hosting Games
 Council members signed up to be tent  masters at 
 Games they will be able to attend.  A list will be 
 circulated at the Annual Meeting for additional 
 members to volunteer their time at these Games.

3. Banquet date for 2012
 April14th is the date chosen, if the Inn has this 
 date available.

4. Entertainment for 2012
 Beverly has heard a group called Parcel of 
 Rogues that was quite good, and the  Bell family 
 was another suggestion. We  will check on prices 
 and availability. It  was also suggested that we ask 
 the membership what sort of entertainment  t h e y 
 would like to see/hear.

5. Tent Supplies
 All tent holders feel their supplies are  sufficient at 
 this time. Sue will look into  purchasing copies of 
 Mary Duncans’  latest book to add to our tent sales 
 supplies. Scott would like to try to design  and sell 
 clan t-shirts from his tent this summer to see if 
 they would sell well - a possible item for all of our 
 tents if sales are good.

6. Also mentioned was the suggestion from our 
International Vice Chairperson, Christy Lange, that all 
branches make donations to Scotland to help support 
the Society. No decision was made at this meeting.

7. The council also asked for ideas about getting more 
members to come to the Annual Meeting and/or the 
Annual Dinner. One suggestion was to include another 
clan. This is another question to share with the 
membership.

Council adjourned at 1:50 PM

Respectfully submitted

Sue Newton, Secretary

Clan Donnachaidh Society Northeast Branch
Annual Secretary’s Report

April 2, 2011

Membership:

In December 2010 we had 168 members, including the 14 
Games Special members who signed up at the various Games 
events where Clan Donnachaidh was represented.  So far, in 
2011, 113 people have renewed their memberships.  Two of this 
number were from the previously mentioned Games Special 
members. In 2010, 19 of our members also paid for Scotland 
memberships.  So far in 2011, 43 members have paid Scotland 
dues.  Final reminder notices will be sent at the end of April.

Council Meetings:

Council met April 17th, just before the Annual Meeting.  
The Games for 2010 were discussed and members signed up 
for those games they could attend.  Also discussed was the 
scholarship program. It was decided to choose a smaller Games 
to give a $100 scholarship for Scottish Arts, in addition to the 
$500 for the NH Highland Games.

On November 6, the Council met at Beverly Duncan’s 
(Thanks again, Beverly!). Nominations for officers were made 
and Games results, the Scholarship Program and collecting 
dues again for Scotland were discussed. For the 2011 year,  it 
was decided to divide the $600 of scholarship money slightly 
differently. $300 will go to the NH Games, and three $100 
scholarships will go to three of the smaller Games.  It was also 
agreed to collect dues for Scotland as they have reduced 
membership dues from $40 to $25.  We will ask for $27: $25 
for dues and $2 to cover the transaction fee.

Summary of 2010 Events:

At last year’s Clan Meeting and Dinner,  34 members 
gathered at the Wachusett Village Inn to meet, vote, and visit, 
then eat the delicious meal prepared by the Inn and be 
entertained – by Guy Sheldon with his Address to a Haggis; by 
Dave Duncan auctioneering the delightful donations; and by the 
Dram Boys singing and playing Scottish and Celtic favorites. 

We had 17 Scottish Games and Festivals on our summer 
itinerary and we were represented at 15 of those events by 
many of our devoted members who set up and man our 
information tents.  Tent master reports for these events were 
published in our quarterly newsletter,  Donnachaidh Doings, as 
they occurred.   Scholarships were presented at two games last 
summer.  A $100 scholarship was won by 11 year old Highland 
dancer, Madelynne Cable at the Glasgow Lands Scottish 
Festival in July, then in September at the New Hampshire 
Highland Games at Loon Mountain, $500 was divided evenly 
between 12 year old Junior Piper of the Games, Cameron 
McIntosh and Junior Drummer of the Games, Campbell 
Webster. All three young people were very appreciative of their 
awards.
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Flowers of the Forest:

Clyde Duncan

Births:

November 9, 2010 -Abigail Judith,  grandchild of  Diane 
Nothe- Taylor and Michael Taylor.

November 28,  2010 – Shaun Soto, grandchild of Robert 
and Heidi Premont

Many thanks again to everyone for your support both 
financially and physically - from paying dues and manning the 
tents to donating to the auction or to the Scholarship Fund.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Newton, Secretary

 

  

Keeping your dues current saves the Society the 
cost of mailing reminders

Your mailing label will tell you the story,
“2010” means renew now for 2011

********
Clan Donnachaidh Society Northeast Branch

Annual Meeting
Wachusett Village Inn

April 2, 2011

The 2011 Annual Meeting was called to order at 4:10pm by 
President Herb Dobbins.  A sign-in sheet was passed.  Other 
officers present: VP Doug Newton, Secretary Sue Newton and 
Treasurer Mary Ann Dobbins.  State Representatives present: 
MA – Beverly Duncan, ME – Richard Duncanson, and CT  – 
Scott Duncan.

The minutes of the 2010 Annual meeting previously 
printed in the newsletter,  Donnachaidh Doings,  were accepted 
as published.  The year end treasurer’s and secretary’s reports 
were read, discussed and accepted without correction.

Highlights of the Games reports from the State 
Representatives were as follows: Scott noticed lighter 
attendance and less traffic at the clan tents.  Beverly had the 
tent destroyed at Altamont by strong winds.  Richard reported 
that the Moncton, Canada Games were poorly attended, and 
there was no Clan Village at Antigonish.  Herb mentioned the 
new location for the Maine Games and remarked on how much 
more smoothly the scholarship disbursement went in 2010 at 

Loon than in 2009. Doug discussed our visit to the Fort 
Ticonderoga Scottish Festival.

Herb reviewed the highlights of our Council Meeting 
including the fact that we have had over $700 in donations for 
our Scholarship Fund.  Thank you everyone who contributed!  
He listed the Games where our scholarship money will be 
disbursed in 2011.

Sue read the Newsletter Report from Joan Young.
Ballots had been counted and the new officers were 

announced: Doug Newton is our President and Richard 
Duncanson our Vice President.  The only other change is the 
resignation of Henry Reid as State Representative for Rhode 
Island.  Currently RI has no representative.

A motion was passed to have the Secretary cast one vote 
for the slate of officers.  So done.

A sign-up sheet was passed to the members listing the 
Games we plan to attend this year in hopes of getting some 
volunteers to help the tent masters.   Thanks to all of you who 
responded last year.  Help at the tents is always welcome!

New Business: It was explained that our intake for the 
Annual Meeting and Dinner did not cover the expense of the 
event and members were asked for ideas that might encourage 
more people to attend.   We do not want to have to raise the 
price.  Some of the ideas were as follows:

! Change of venue
! Having interesting speakers on Clan related   
 subjects in addition to or in place of musical 

  entertainment
! Finding talent within our Branch
! Enhancing the invitation: e.g. Using the 
            ‘I Want You’ figure of Stout Duncan instead of   
             the Clan badge.
! It was decided that a questionnaire will be 

 p r e p a r e d a n d i n c l u d e d w i t h t h e 
 newsletter to get a wider range of input and     

             ideas from our members.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:15pm.

Respectfully submitted
Susan Newton, Secretary
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Northeast Donnachaidh Doings is published quarterly by 
the Clan Donnachaidh Society Northeast Branch. To 
contribute to the newsletter, please send articles, pictures, 
and any interesting items to:

Joan Young
83 Oak Avenue

Belmont, MA 02478
jsyoung@mac.com

All material for next issue must be received by Joan no later 
than July 1, 2011



 

David Duncan, Auctioneer Extraordinaire   

Clan Donnachaidh Society
Northeast Branch

Annual Financial Report
April1, 2010 - March 31, 2011

Balance April 1, 2010                       $5,113.23

RECEIPTS

Auction 2101 $541.00
Dues paid 2603.00
Game Special dues 75.00
Newsletter Ad 50.00
Dinner Party Payments 1820.00
Sales (books,decals, mouse pads.
  note cards, bows, etc) 527.25
Donations/ Scholarship fund 765.00 $6381.25

  $11,494.48

DISBURSEMENTS

Entertainment 2010 300.00
Wachusett Inn Dinner 1077.67
Dinner reservations for 2011 200.00
Refunds 177.00
Scholarships 600.00
Foreign Transaction fees .61
Games-Tent Site/Tickets/Ads 498.00
Postage 695.70
Printing 834.98
Clan Annual/Pitlochry 0.00
Web Site cost 30.00
Books, Sale items purchased 0.00
Supplies/ Misc. 286.79
Fed of Scottish Clans of Nova
   Scotia membership 30.00
New Brunswick Scottish
   Cultural Assoc. 30.00 $4,760.75

Balance March 31, 2011  $6,733.73

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Ann Dobbins, Treasurer 

Fire at Blair Castle

The swift action of the emergency services to a fire at Blair 
Castle on March 10th averted a near catastrophe. Flames were 
spotted rising from the clock tower at the South End of the 
castle at around 8.45pm where a chimney fire had broken out 
above the castle’s wood chip boiler. Thankfully the castle was 
empty at the time and the few residents were quickly evacuated. 
Fears that the fire would spread to the rest of the castle failed to 
materialize and fire fighters had fully extinguished the blaze by 
10pm. 
     The fire gutted the interior of the Clock Tower and its late 
nineteenth century roof was completely destroyed by the 
flames. The fire also severed the main power supply to the 
castle offices.

 We look forward to restoring the clock tower as quickly as 
possible and we will keep all our visitors informed as work 
progresses. We are very thankful to the fire department, police 
and estate staff for their dedication and quick action in 
controlling and limiting the extent of the fire.

Thankfully all 30 rooms on public display were untouched 
by the blaze and all artifacts and exhibits were unharmed.  We 
are delighted to report that Blair Castle will be open as normal 
to visitors on Saturday, March 12. 

What a shame it would be to lose this fine historic castle 
located in our Clan Country! 

Grow Your Own Tree in the Highlands

Would you like to have a lasting, growing and personal 
link to Scotland - the Home of our Ancestors?

At Trees of Scotland we provide personal, dedicated trees 
planted in The Forest of the Glens at Comrie Perthshire, right in 
the heart of Scotland.

Our trees can be dedicated for any reason - to mark an 
event or occasion, to celebrate the life of a loved one, to 
establish a link to the "auld country", or simply as a unique gift. 
Truly a present for the future!

We offer a range of trees to choose from and the Certificate 
of Dedication can be personalised to match any requirement.

We are trying to reach out to as many Scots overseas as 
possible and we would be delighted if your organisation could 
help. If you would like to be involved, we'd love to hear from 
you!!

Our aim is to play a major role in the reforestation of 
Scotland, and in these days of great environmental concern, it’s 
good to know that your tree will be an important part of this 
effort.

Please take a look at our website - www.treesofscotland.com. - 
and let us know what you think.

Kindest Regards, and we look forward to hearing from you.
Survey

For the past 2 years, attendance at the Annual Meeting and 
Banquet has been mediocre at best.  As a result, those present at 
the annual meeting decided to conduct a survey to see if we 
could get ideas that would encourage more people to share in 
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the wonderful energy that those who do attend experience at the 
event.  We want your ideas, so please take a few minutes to fill 
out the survey included in this issue of the newsletter and mail 
it back to me at the address below.   Thanks for your help.

Return survey to:
Douglas Newton
18 Baldwin Road

Sebago, Maine 04029

If you have questions,  please don’t hesitate to call me at 
207.787.3218.

Ally singing Amazing Grace with the Dram Boys 
was a special treat

Scholarship Program Update

We are gearing up for the third year of our scholarship 
program.  Last year,  three young Scottish Arts students-a piper, 
a drummer and a dancer shared $600 in scholarship money.  At 
the October Council meeting it was decided to re-allocate the 
awards slightly in order to support as many games as possible.  
The awards are to be divided as follows: $300 - New 
Hampshire Highland Games, $100 - Quechee Scottish Festival 
(Vermont), $100 - Glasgow Lands Scottish Festival 
(Massachusetts) and $100 - Maine Highland Games. As part of 
the membership renewal form members were given the 
opportunity to contribute directly to the fund.  The response 
was unexpected and overwhelming. Thirty-four members and/
or families contributed just over $700 to the fund. This figure 
represents 30% of our current members making donations.  As 
a result of the fantastic response, the council voted to add 
another event to the list.  Since we want to encourage smaller, 
newer games to continue we added $100 to the Cape Cod 
Scottish Festival to the list. Thanks to the generosity of you all, 
Clan Donnachaidh, Northeast Branch will support 6 young 
students in music and dancing this year.   Kudos to all who 
contributed!

Tartan Day Parade
New York City

April 4, 2011

Just as Clan Donnachaidh territory is right in the heartland 
of Scotland, the Clan Donnachaidh Society participants in this 
year's Tartan Day parade in New York City were right in the 
heart of the festivities - participant group 75 of about 165 
groups.  A group 
o f h i g h l a n d 
d a n c e r s f r o m 
Sco t l and was 
just two groups 
a h e a d o f u s 
(Clan Malcolm 
S o c i e t y w a s 
immediately in 
front) and the 
c u r r e n t 
c h a m p i o n 
highland dancer 
w a s a b o u t 2 
g r o u p s 
behind. The parade itself was probably the largest Tartan Day 
gathering so far - for example, there were 231 Scottish breed 
dogs this year.  In fact, this year the parade organizers had a 
costume contest for the best-dressed female dog and best-
dressed male dog, as well - you haven't seen anything until 
you've seen a Scottie in a doggie kilt! As usual, Clan 
Donnachaidh Society was well represented in the parade and 
proudly bore the banner (and flag) up Avenue of the Americas.  
Members Lee Martins,  John Reid, Scott Duncan and Michael 
Reid were joined by Middle-States Branch member Thomas 
Robertson, along with his son, daughter and father; while a few 

Clan members 
( f r o m t h e 
B r a n c h a n d 
from Scotland) 
marched with 
other groups, 
b u t m a d e 
t h e m s e l v e s 
known to our 
group as the 
p a r a d e w a s 
forming. We 
were blessed 
with a clear 

sky, mild spring 
weather and crowds lining the avenue at some parts 3-4 deep.  
In short, a very successful day, and a beautiful parade.  Thanks 
to all who participated, and to the rest of you - we'll hope to see 
you marching with us in 2012 (and be sure to start the day with 
the Kirking of the Tartan service - which moves from church to 
church as the years go by) - check with NY Representative, 
Michael Reid (MAReidNYC@aol.com) for details on the 2012 
parade, Kirking service and other Tartan Week events, which 
range from the religious services to fashion shows to a 5K run 
to parties to charitable benefits to whatever the committee 
brings us next year!

Michael Reid, NY Representative
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CLAN DONNACHAIDH SOCIETY NORTHEAST BRANCH

Officers 2011

President

Doug Newton
18 Baldwin Road, Sebago, ME 04029  207-787-3218
dlnewton@roadrunner.com

Vice-President

Richard Duncanson
PO Box 189, Milbridge, ME 04658 207-671-8547
scottishlad1944@gmail.com

Secretary

Sue Newton
18 Baldwin Road, Sebago, ME 207-787-3218
dlnewton@roadrunner.com

Treasurer

Mary Ann Dobbins
22 Sabatus Lane, Windham, ME 04062 207-892-6872
maryherb@roadrunner.com

Other Contacts

International Vice Chairman

Christy Duncan-Lange
1401 Queen Elaine Drive, Casselberry, FL 32707
Christyd@jclange.com

Newsletter Editor

Joan Young
83 Oak Avenue, Belmont, MA 02478 617-484-0950
jsyoung@me.com

Clan Piper

Allyson Crowley-Duncan
Contact through Doug Newton

Web Master

Mike P. Robertson
661 Mayhew Turnpike, Plymouth, NH 03264 603-203-3831

Branch Website:  www.stoutduncan.org

Official Site of Clan Society: 
www.donnachaidh.com

Clan Donnachaidh Society Northeast Branch covers the states 
of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
York, Rhode Island and Vermont.

State Representatives

Connecticut

Scott Duncan
24 North Quaker Lane, West Hartford, CT 06119
blues.celt@yahoo.com 203-745-6044

Maine

Richard Duncanson
PO Box 189, Milbridge, ME 04658
scottishlad1944@gmail.com 207-671-8547

Massachusetts

Beverly Duncan
1D Autumn Drive, Hudson, MA 01749
aadunc@aol.com 978-562-5075

New Hampshire

Bruce Couturier
434 Tubbs Hill Road, Deering, NH 03244 
unrulypreaher@msn.com 603-529-0153

New York/Long Island

Michael Reid
325 East 41st Street #409, New York, NY 10017
mareidnyc@aol.com 212-687-2533

New York State

C. Robie Booth
6 Briarwood Road, Loudonville, NY 12211
 518-428-7618

Rhode Island

Open. Any volunteers?

Vermont

Robert Torrey
43 Parkside Avenue, Brattleboro, VT 05301
bob.torrey@myfairpoint.net 802-254-5947

You are urged to contact your state representative for 
information on the Games or to answer any questions you 
might have about our activities. Please do not hesitate to pass 
along any ideas or suggestions for improving your Society.
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Clan Donnachaidh
Northeast Branch

Northeast Donnachaidh Doings
Joan Young, Editor

83 Oak Avenue
                           Belmont, MA 02478

FIRST CLASS MAIL
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

June 11 -  RI Highland Scottish Festival
 Richmond, RI
June 11 - Ft. Ticonderoga Scottish Festival & 
 Black Watch Memorial, Ticonderoga 
 NY
June 18 - Moncton Highland Games, 
 Moncton, NB
July 2 - Round Hill Highland Games, 
 Cranberry Park, Norwalk, CT
July 3-10 - Antigonish Highland Games, 
 Antigonish, Nova Scotia
July 16 -  Glasgow Lands Scottish Festival, Look 
 Park, Northampton, MA
July 22-24 -  New Brunswick Highland Games, 
 Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada
Aug. 6 -  Cape Cod Scottish Festival, Laurence 
 MacArthur Elem. School, South 
 Yarmouth, MA
Aug. 20 - Maine Highland Games, Topsham 
 Fairgrounds, Topsham ME
Aug. 27 -  Quechee Scottish Festival. Quechee 
 Polo Grounds, Quechee, VT

Aug. 27 - Long Island Scottish Games, Old 
 Westbury, NY
Sept. 3 & 4- Capital District Scottish Games, 
 Altamont, NY
Sept. 16-18 - NH Highland Games, Loon Mtn, NH
Sept. 17,18 - Niagara Celtic Heritage Festival, 
 Olcott Beach, Niagara Falls, NY
Oct. 1 - St. Andrew’s Society of CT Scottish 
 Festival, Goshen, CT
Oct. 9 - Scotland's Highland Festival, Waldo 
 Road, Scotland, CT

Please Note:  The information comes from different 
sources, and we try to be as accurate as possible. 
However, dates, times and other factors change, so 
we strongly urge you to check the individual Game 
web site, or with your state rep. or any of the officers 
prior to attending.

2011 schedule of events


