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Summer Games Season Comes to a Close

Summer Highland Games and Events

Maine Highland Games

Topsham Fairgrounds

August 21, 2010

Tentmaster - Herb Dobbins

MaryAnn and I went over to Topsham Fairgrounds on

Friday afternoon and set up the tent in gale-force winds. In

hindsight, it was a good move because the clans were split into

two areas and Saturday morning there were a lot of people

looking for their tent site.

Gary Small arrived early and helped us finish setting up.

It was a cool start to the day, but temps rose quickly under a

cloudless sky. Later in the afternoon, clouds rolled in and

cooled us nicely.

Because of the games lay-out (moderately disorganized)

and the dividing of the clans, activity was light at the tent. We

did sign up two new members, Cary M. Edgecomb and Robert

D. Hedgpeth. We also sold several books.

Fellow clan members made it a very enjoyable day,

however. Michael and Diana Nothe-Taylor, Doug and Sue

Newton, along with Doug's Dad, Lewis, and their niece Jessica,

Dan and Mary Duncan, all came and spent the day with us.

This large number was especially nice, since it gave us all an

opportunity to leave the tent and explore the games.

In mid-afternoon the crowds thinned noticeably and at

about 4 P.M. we realized that no-one had come by in the past

hour. It was obvious that those who remained were there for

the entertainment. The Newtons and Duncans had left, but

Gary, Michael and Diana stayed to help us break camp, pack

and load the truck. They were a great help (all day) and it was

really appreciated. By the way - Michael and Diana are going

to be grandparents!!

Herb Dobbins

Quechee Scottish Festival

Quechee, Vt.

August 28, 2010

Tentmaster - Bob Torrey

The morning started off cool and as the fog was lifting two 

hot air balloons glided over the polo grounds, home of the 38th

Annual Quechee Scottish Festival and Celtic Fair. Herb and
Mary Ann Dobbins had brought the tent down from Maine.

Doug and Sue Newton along with Bruce and Christine

Couturier rounded out the out-of-state help. Thanks also to
Sarah Benton who, along with the others, had helped to make

short work of setting up the tent the previous afternoon. On

Friday evening we also attended the =<JK@M8CTs potluck ceilidh

sponsored by the St. $E;I<NTs Society of Vermont which
@E:CL;<; ?8>>@J N@K? 'I8D9L@< R>I8MPS!

With virtually perfect weather, the clan village was UCC<;

with visitors. There were so many children that the festival
organizers ran out of passports and some children were using

their G8I<EKJT programs to collect the clan crests. Eighteen

people signed our guest book including Clan Donnachaidh
members, Cindy Robertson of Vermont, Shirley Socorelis from

Massachusetts and Peter Smith of New Hampshire. We had six

people sign up to become new members at the event with two

more asking to join the following day as I was talking up the
festival. Our new members are Damien Duncan, Douglas

Duncan, Edward Duncan, Justine Duncan, Kristi Fogtman and

Matthew Taylor. Several books by James Irvine Robertson
were sold along with a mouse pad.

As we packed up at the end of the day, everyone agreed

that it had been the best weather and most successful day at
Quechee for Clan Donnachaidh.

Bob Torrey, Vt Representative
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Herb Dobbins manning the tent at
Quechee Games

Long Island Scottish Games

Old Westbury, NY

August 28, 2010

Tentmaster - Michael Reid

New York Ciry (and environs) Representative Michael
Reid is pleased to report that our participation in the Long
Island Games was again a great success.  While most of us love
ALMOST all things Scottish, Scottish weather is clearly the
exception, and the weather on August 28 for the 50th annual
Long Island Games [hosted as always by Clan MacDuff] was
splendidly un-Scottish; not a cloud in the sky, seasonably
warm, moderate humidity, and intermittent breezes to moderate
the sun's heat. Keeping all the Clan Donnachaidh materials
weighted down in those breezes proved to be the only challenge
of the day [and a few of you have had to anchor tents with your
own body weight from less gentle breezes at games in the
distant past, so our Long Island challenge was certainly a
MILD one.] Traffic to the tent was steady all day long, and a
total of 34 guests signed our list, including two Duncans, two
Robertsons, one Donachie and about six Reids. Many of them
sampled our 'free' shortbread; and more than a few wanted to
know where to buy it. The supply of shortbread recipes I
brought along was totally depleted by the end of the day, and of
the double batch of goodies made the night before, only about 2 
or 3 pieces remained by the end of the games. Branch member
John Reid provided yeoman service all day long (he even
brought an additional clan research source book, acquired
during his years working at a now-defunct Scottish goods store
near the Empire State Building, a book that proved to be a
terrific addition to the many resources at our tent this year), and
new branch member Sheila Burton (and a near neighbor of
Michael Reid) stopped by the tent from time to time (she was
assisting at the New York Caledonian Club's tent nearby and
had other duties for most the day). In addition, we are happy
and proud to welcome new branch members Kristin Reid, Mark
Reid and Faith Martin; and a few new 'Games' members: Matt
Donachie, and Stuart Robertson and hope to see them all at

future games, future Tartan Week events, and more importantly,
future branch annual general meetings, and give you ALL a
chance to welcome these charming folks. We also sold several
copies of The Robertsons to help folks better understand the
heritage of this particular clan. A few of the Clan Donnachaidh
folks participated in the opening ceremonies; only two other
clan groups joined the pipers on the field, so our participation
was very much appreciated and the games committee sent
members by our tent later in the day to thank us for doing our
part. As you can see, there are a variety of reasons why our
participation in these games was so successful; perhaps the
greatest reason of all is the spectacularly beautiful setting of
Old Westbury Gardens. Attendance was way up this year; we
never heard the final count, but games committee members
anticipated a record-breaking turnout based on website traffic,
clan society registrations, vendor registrations and so forth; and
several commented that the crossroads (the physical layout of
the games is in a St. Andrew's Cross) have never been as full of
people. If you've never been, we hope you can attend next
year's games; and if you HAVE attended in the past, we urge
you to return to the 2011 51st Anniversary Games, and to stop
by the tent and make yourself known to us.

Michael Reid, NY Representative

Capital District Scottish Games

Altamont, NY

September 4, 2010

Tentmaster - Beverly Duncan

The day dawned clear, cool and dry, a welcome relief. The
sky was blue, the sun bright and warm. However, the major 
meteorological aspect of the day was WIND. It was reminiscent
of Loon Mt.

Wendy and Andy, my compatriots without whom I could
not manage these games, not only came, but also did the
driving. We needed a bit of help putting up the tent, but there
are always willing and gracious hands around. We nailed down
the tent and kept paperweights on everything, though that did
not help a lot. 

Dave DeWald came by early on and presented us with a
bag of books, mostly genealogical for which we are grateful.
His brother Brian showed up later and marched in the parade
with me.

Anne Robertson Henck of Northville, NY, Eve Reed
Kenyon of Ballston Spa, NY, Mary Reid Morelock of Saratoga
Springs, NY, and Helen Robertson of Latham, NY, all took
advantage of our Games Special Membership, and we welcome
them into the fold.

Carol Pitsas spent some time at the tent and was a help
answering some genealogical questions.

The lJYZ_Xd IT`eeZdYm quiz was again a hit with not only
the children, but many adults also. We continue to educate them
all as to the capital of Scotland.

It was a very social day with many questions from people
lured to stop by the shortbread.

It began to rain, so we put up one of the tent sides. The
rain stopped, the sun came out and a horrendous gust of wind
picked up the tent and dumped it on the tent beside us! No one
was hurt, but the scene was one of complete chaos. The tent did
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not survive well, and though we set it up again, we packed up
and left early (as did many other clans).

Beverly Duncan,  MA Representative

New Hampshire Highland Games

Loon Mountain, NH

September 17 - 19, 2010

Tentmasters -Mary Ann and Herb Dobbins,Bruce

Couturier, Susan and Doug Newton

What a fantastic three days at the New Hampshire
Highland Games. I would have to call it our North American
Games. We had visitors from Quebec and Ontario. A fellow
branch member, Stacy Reid from the Southern California
Branch stopped by several times as well as Barbara Robertson
Cash from Kentucky, a member of the Carolina Branch, who
was able to march in the clan parade for the opening
ceremonies.

Northeast Branch members also stopped by to say hello.
Among them were Sam Streiff, Angela Reid-Isaia and family,
Bob Reed, Cheryl Giffen, Alister Shanks, and Brooke
Buchanan. We also had many regulars stop by and spend time-
Billy Harland, Jr. with his two sons, Matt and Zach, Billy and
Ellen Harland, Sr., Scott Duncan and Meg Richardson, Bob
Premont, Diana Nothe-Taylor and Michael Taylor. Guy Sheldon
and his daughter, Lindsay and several friends were also able to
break away from their duties at the Historic Highlanders for a
brief visit. I apologize to anyone I have missed, if you did not
sign in or if I was not around when you stopped by, I may have
not included you here.

We were honored to have a brief hello at the tent from the
Games Honorary Chieftain, Michael Russell. Mr. Russell

served as a member of the Scottish Parliament and is currently
serving as Education Secretary. As he promised at the opening
of the games, he visited the clan village and commented to us
about the rousing war cry from the Donnachaidhs.

Our scholarship program continued very successfully this
year as the Northeast Branch awarded 2 scholarships-one to the
best junior piper of the day and another award to the best junior
drummer of the day. Please see the scholarship article included
elsewhere in this newsletter.

We feel fortunate that we had no significant weather horror
stories to share this year. It was perfect warm fall weather, so
we were able to enjoy all three days without fretting. Although
we were unable to match the numbers of new members (19)
achieved at the Loon last year, we, nevertheless, had a very
successful weekend signing up 7 new members. Welcome to all 
of you!

Many thanks to the tent staff - Bruce Couturier, Herb and
Mary Ann Dobbins and Sue Newton. Thanks for your
continued support and for making it possible for everyone to
enjoy at least some of the other events.

Doug Newton, Vice President

Visitors at the Clan Donnachaidh tent included NHHG
Honorary Chieftain, Michael Russell, former member of the
Scottish Parliament and currently serving as Education
Secretary (center) and Barbara Robertson Cash (right) from
Kentuky and a member of the Carolina Branch with Doug
Newton (left).

CLAN DONNACHAIDH SCHOLARSHIP

PROGRAM

By Douglas Newton

The second year of our scholarship program has proven to

be an unprecedented success. At the Annual Meeting last April,

the membership gave its unanimous approval for a second year

of scholarship awards to foster and promote the study of the
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Scottish Arts among our young people. The program was

expanded slightly to include not only the $500 in scholarships

to be awarded at the New Hampshire Highland Games, but to

add another $100 scholarship to be rotated amongst the smaller

Scottish festivals around our region.

This yearns $100 scholarship was awarded at the Glasgow
Lands Scottish Festival, held in Northampton, MA. Beverly
Duncan, Massachusetts Representative and Tent Master for the
event presented the scholarship to Madelynne "Maddie" Cable,
11, from Shelton, CT. Maddie competed in the Highland
Dancing competition. Because of Clan :`__RTYRZUYns support,
she is able to attend the Braemar Summer School of Highland
Dancing in Connecticut.

Our good start to the year continued at the New Hampshire
Highland Games. Last year scholarships were given in the
Highland Dance Competition. This year awards rotated to the
Piping and Drumming Competitions. A $250 scholarship was
awarded to Cameron McIntosh, 12, from Pittsburgh, PA as
Junior Piper of the Games. Cameron is the son of James and
Joyce McIntosh, attends the Jimmy McIntosh School of Piping
and performs with the Balmoral Highlanders Pipe Band.

Campbell Webster, Junior Drummer of the Games, was
awarded the second $250 scholarship. Campbell is the son of
Gordon and Leslie Webster and attends the New Hampshire
School of Scottish Arts. His drumming instructor is Bob Kells
and Campbell performs with the New Hampshire Pipes and
Drums.

Our Branch President, Herb Dobbins, made the
presentations at the closing ceremonies expressing to the
audience the support of Clan Donnachaidh for the efforts of our
young people.

Much gratitude is extended to the membership of the
Northeast Branch of Clan Donnachaidh for their enthusiastic
encouragement to the young people studying Scottish Arts and

particular thanks goes to the members who made a specific
donation to the scholarship fund.

If you would like to support this wonderful program,
please note on your membership renewal form that there is a
place to indicate your support. You may include your donation
in your check sent with your membership renewal or you may
send a check to the Branch Secretary. Thanks again for a
successful games season.

Junior Piper of the Games, Cameron McIntosh form
Pittsburgh, PA receiving scholarship certificate from Branch 
President Herb Dobbins

Junior Drummer of the Games, Campbell Webster, who studies
at the NH School of Scottish Arts at the Clan tent with Herb
Dobbins

6BDILBNXs Law - l7 man with no sense of humour probably
U`Vd_ne YRgV R_j dV_dV Re R]]'m
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St. AndrFVXs Society of CT Scottish Festival

Goshen, CT

October 2, 2010

Tentmaster: Scott Duncan

On arriving at the Goshen fairgrounds I found the site in

good condition. The night before Goshen received a downpour

and luckily the rain didn't cause any problems. The weather was

breezy and chilly but clear. It wasn't till afternoon before seeing

any visitors to the tent and the attendance for the day was very

light. I sold a few items but was not able to sign any new

members. New member George Shepard stopped by the tent.

Scott Duncan, CT Representative

,09=6.81As Highland Festival

Scotland, CT

October 10, 2010

Tentmaster: Scott Duncan

Scotland was in full foliage on Sunday morning. With a

clear forecast I set up the tent on the frosty site. I had plenty of

help at the tent from Bob Duncan and Chris Atsales. A while

later Doug and Sue Newton stopped in along with Diana and

Mike Taylor. The day was great and a good sized crowd was

present. A reasonable amount of traffic at the tent.

Scott Duncan, CT Representative

The Northeast Branch has a New Piper

Our long-standing Clan Piper, Bob Pragoff, has found it

necessary to step down from the position due to health reasons.

We will miss him and your editor will especially miss his
Highland Cathedral. We all wish the best to you, Bob, and

hope to see you soon.

A very talented young lady has agreed to be Piper of the

Clan Donnachaidh Society, Northeast Branch and quoted is a
short bio she has written.

H*G name is $;;GA>= Cr>E;4G &C=20=! I am 14 G40@A
>;3! I am 2C@@4=B;G a freshman in High -27>>; 0=3 am
planning a 5CBC@e in <CA82! 'D4@G>=4 asks E7G I 27>A4 B>
?;0G the 106?8?4A! The 0=AE4@ is 0;E0GA the A0<4!
H*CA82 is a <09>@ part >5 <G ;854I! I ?;0G six 8=AB@C<4=BA
0=3 4=9>G a 270;;4=64 A> I 3428343 that the bagpipes
E4@e the best 8=AB@C<4=B B> take >=! I ?;0G the 2;0@8=4B
the bass 2;0@8=4B the 0;B> A0F>?7>=4 the 10@8B>=4
A0F>?7>=4 the ?80=> the bagpipes 0=3 I sing in a 2>;;464
E><4=Js 27>@0;4 gr>C?! I gr4E C? E8B7 <CA82 all ar>C=3
<4 0=3 8B E8;; 14 A><4B78=6 ) E8;; 274@8A7 5>@ever!

+CB >5 0;; >5 B74 8=AB@C<4=BA ) ?;0G 106?8?4A 8A B74
>=4 ) 0< <>AB 343820B43 B> 0=3 E0=B B> 2>=B8=C4 B>
03D0=24 8= 5>@ B74 @4AB >5 <G ;854! ) ;>D4 B> ?4@5>@< 0=3
shar4 <G <CA82 => <0BB4@ E74@4 >@ 7>E E74B74@ 8B 14
2><?4B8B8>=A 2>=24@BA >@ 9CAB 5>@ 5C=!

W>@:8=6 E8B7 %;0= &>==0270837 0A 0 ?8?4@ 8A >=4
AB4? 2;>A4@ B> <G 6>0; >5 03D0=28=6 8= 106 ?8?8=6 0=3 )
;>>: 5>@E0@3 B> <44B8=6 4D4@G1>3G 0B B74 C?2><8=6
4D4=BA!I

(4@ ?0@4=BA 033 H+C@ E7>;4 50<8;G 8A 0??@4280B8D4 >5
B78A >554@ 0=3 E4 ;>>: 5>@E0@3 B> <44B8=6 <>@4 <4<14@A
0=3 0BB4=38=6 B74 4D4=BA!I

2010 Clan Donnachaidh AGM

The meeting was held on September 10 in Pitlochry,
Scotland and attended by 8 branches and the Chief Gilbert
Robertson of Struan.

The International Vice President Christy Duncan Lange has
sent a report which is far too long to put in this newsletter. The
full report is on the Clan Website: www.donnachaidh.com for
those of you who want to read it in Zens entirety. Click on
l?_eVc_ReZ`_R] LFm e` gZVh.

A few items of interest to our branch in that report are as
follows:

1. Develop a Branch Start-Up Kit. A list of forms and
information was submitted which will help a new branch to
organize and funds were requested, but the Council has none
to supply. Concerning a possible re-start of the Nova Scotia
Branch, it has been proposed that the Northeast Branch, with
the help of others, sponsor a tent presence at the
International Gathering of the Clans event next year in Nova
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Scotia (no official date has been published but we believe it
will be in July 2011) to solicit members and leadership
sufficient for a re-start. We will get out more information
on this event as it becomes available and we hope other
branches will participate. 

2. New Branch Charter Certificates. Each branch will
receive an update to the charter they received many years
ago. This will be a certificate in proof of identity in the
updated society status (Guarantee Company).

3. Reduction in the International Dues. For 2011, all
overseas branches (those outside the U.K.) will pay dues in
the amount of $25.00. Now that our voices have been heard
on this issue, and our requests understood and approved, we
need to strongly encourage all our members to pay it. 

4. From Christy Lange: l? learned that the funds needed
to run the Clan Centre are provided by sales from the shop
and from membership dues. The economy has affected sales
in the shop much like it has affected us here. Membership is
down due to the economy and the frustrations of the
members by doubling the dues. We were able to convince
them that the economy is bad here too and people cannot
afford to pay $40. We said that if the dues were lower, then
more members could pay it. They listened and agreed to
lower the dues to $25, so we need to deliver. Contrary to
what some of us have heard, they have no excess operating
funds. These people who are trying to keep the Clan Centre
and Museum open are people with lives and families and
responsibilities outside Clan Donnachaidh just like you and
me. They are doing the best they can with very little, and
like us in our local branches, they use their own money to
pay for expenses. They realize that doubling the dues was
not the best move and are trying to make up for it. Did you 
know that our beloved Ginnie Wilkie, who retired back in
April, is still working at the Clan Centre, and for free? That
is dedication, folks! I learned that the Charitable Trust pays
only for repairs to the building and supports the museum.
That does not pay the employees, or for postage, or office
supplies, or accountant fees, or other expenses. If our
members still cannot pay the dues, it is quite possible that
eYV 9]R_ 9V_ecV hZ]] YRgV e` T]`dV' ?d eYZd hYRe hV hR_e5m

The Considerate Bagpiper

As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a
funeral director to play at a grave side service for a homeless
man. He had no family or friends, so the service was to be at a
pauper's cemetery in the Kentucky back-country. As I was not
familiar with the backwoods, I got lost; and being a typical man
I didn't stop for directions. I finally arrived an hour late and saw
the funeral guy had evidently gone and the hearse was nowhere
in sight. There were only the diggers and crew left and they
were eating lunch. I felt badly and apologized to the men for
being late. I went to the side of the grave and looked down and
the vault lid was already in place. I didn't know what else to do,
so I started to play. The workers put down their lunches and
began to gather around. I played out my heart and soul for this
man with no family and friends. I played like I've never played
before for this homeless man. And as I played 'Amazing
Grace,' the workers began to weep. They wept, I wept, we all
wept together. When I finished I packed up my bagpipes and
started for my car. Though my head hung low my heart was

full. As I was opening the door to my car, I heard one of the
workers say, "I never seen nothin' like that before and I've been
afeeZ_X Z_ dVaeZT eR_\d W`c ehV_ej jVRcd'm

 Missing Clan Annuals & Membership Cards

The Branch has received a notice from the International
Vice President that some international members who have paid
their 2010 dues have not received a Clan Annual. Also, each
member should have received a membership card during the
first year of membership. Note that only one card is issued, not
one each year. If you did not receive an Annual, a card or both
please notify Sue Newton at dlnewton@roadrunner.com or
(207) 787-3216 and she will compile a list to notify the
Membership Secretary. Thank you.

Story & photo from Andrew Duncan, Clan 

Council Chairman

Ceres is a small village in central Fife not far from Cupar
and St Andrews. Set in what is known traditionally as 'The
Howe of Fife', it is surrounded by rich farm land. There is an
area of grass it the middle of the village which acts as a Village
Green for sports and games, but was originally a flood plain for
the Burn that runs alongside. In the photo you can see the arch
of the bridge over the Burn with onlookers viewing the games
from their advantage point. The ground is raised around the
green on three sides to hold back the flood water and this
makes for a natural arena.

Previous to Bannockburn, men from Fife and all over
Scotland had been waging the twenty years war against the
English in an effort to win their own independence and these
battles culminated at Bannockburn where the famous battle was
fought and won.

After the Battle of Bannockburn in June 1314, when the
Scots, outnumbered three to one by the English (20,000 -
6,500), the Scottish army out-flanked the English cavalry and
forced them into boggy ground where they were ineffective and
fled the field. On the first day, leader of the Scots, Robert the
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Bruce (later to become King Robert 1st) on his tiny horse,
stood in single combat armed only with a battle axe against the
English champion Henry de Bohoun. He was on a mighty
charger heavily armoured with a huge lance. The Scottish army
looked on in disbelief at the prospect of losing their leader
before the battle began. At the crucial moment Bruce side
stepped the charge with his dainty pony and split Bohoun's
helmet and head in two. Bruce's only regret was that he broke
the handle of his axe. That event, taken as a good omen, led the
Scots on to victory which culminated in Scottish Independence
from England. An estimated 11,700 casualties were left on the
field.

After the battle the Scottish army disbanded and the men
marched home in their various directions and groups. To march
from Bannockburn to Ceres would have taken about a week,
but merging with others on the way, being victorious and in
high spirits and being welcomed in the villages and towns that
they passed through probably took them a bit longer. By the
time that they all got home to Ceres, the good news was there
before them and the villagers happy to have their menfolk back
had prepared a celebration feast on the village green, where
they competed with one another at putting the shot, throwing
the caber, lofting bales of straw over a high bar, wrestled,
danced and showed off their various feats of strength. The
following year they celebrated the anniversary by doing the
same again, and this gradually spread throughout the land. The
Highland Games, as we now know them, had begun and grew
to be an International event. The village of Ceres has held their
games on the nearest Saturday to the 24th June ever since
Bannockburn without a break and claims to be the longest
running Highland Games in the world. Because the village
green is in on common ground and in the middle of the village,
there is no charge for entry and they also claim to be the only
free games in the UK.

In the photograph taken on The Green where it all began, I
am leading a tug o' war team from London where they are all
members of the youth section of The Caledonian Club, where I
am a member. Andrew Fraser the anchor man's parents live in a
house on the edge of The Green. Our team arrived 'in good
spirits' but poorly shod and this is a very competitive sport with
big money to the winners, many of whom travel the circuit
dressed in leather corsets and big tackitty boots. We managed
to win the first 'pull' but slipped and slithered during the next
two. Had we been better shod, we could have done better. We
will put on a team again next year. Wait for the results or come
along, enjoy the atmosphere, the tradition and the heritage of
what Highland Games means to Scotland.

Andrew Duncan
Chairman, Clan Council
Clan Donnachaidh Society

Traditional Kiltmaking Lives On

Kiltmaking in Scotland has gone through many different
guises in its long history. Yet the tradition of bespoke
kiltmaking, hand-making the kilt to a fine quality and fit,
continues to live on.

Despite ever more cost-efficient and manufactured kilts
making their way into stores, bespoke kiltmaking still has its
place within the industry. The process of hand-tailoring a kilt is

a long one. Using only a needle and thread and a good steam
iron, handmade kilts can take up to 30 hours to make and cost
many hundreds of pounds. They may be expensive but a hand-
made kilt is made to endure and should last an entire life-time
and beyond. Indeed, one of Prince Albert's kilts is still in use
over a hundred years after it was made.

Marion Easton, an apprentice bespoke kiltmaker has just
completed her first three kilts and has another twelve to make
before she gains her qualification. "It's going back to the purity
of kiltmaking. The aim is not just to make a cost-effective kilt
but to ensure its quality."

One problem facing traditional kiltmaking is that the
knowledge of kiltmakers has generally been passed down from
person to person verbally. The lack of written information is
understandable, as kiltmakers need to protect their trade secrets.
Geoffrey Nicholsby has been involved with kilt-making since
he was a boy, "It is not just sewing a kilt but you need to know
how to plan a kilt so that the pleats all work out with the pattern
and that can take years because every tartan is different."

However, there are upsides to machine-made kilts. The
expense of hand-made kilts can be a stumbling block for
people, whereas machine-made kilts cheaper cost means that
the tradition of wearing kilts can be made more accessible to
people. It also opens the trade out to more tourists who possibly
cannot afford the time or money to have a bespoke kilt made
for them.

There are arguments that the kilt has begun to lose its
traditional values as new modern styles and techniques become
available to kiltmakers. The last decade or so has shown that
the kilt can be a fashion item and thus is vulnerable to change
and alteration.

Traditional kiltmaking does have problems facing it in the
future. However, with apprenticeship schemes and continuing
high standards of many kiltmakers, the traditional techniques
should live on despite the threat of changing styles and modern
manufacturing.

Story of the Kilt Pin

Before the reign of Queen Victoria, the Scottish kilt was
worn without the kilt pin, now used to secure the fold-over on
the right hand side. As a result, there were many embarrassing
moments, especially if you wore the kilt in a high wind. The
truth was that nothing in the nature of undergarments was worn
with the kilt.

One day, Queen Victoria arrived on a visit to Balmoral

Castle, and reviewed the Gordon Highlanders.  A stiff wind was

blowing and one young soldier, at rigid attention, was unable to

control the flapping of the kilt, and to avoid exposure on this

important occasion. The Queen noticed his embarrassment and

walked over to him. She removed a pin from her own dress,

and leaning over, pinned the overlap of his kilt. And that -

believe it or not - is the origin of the kilt pin, without which

no kilted Scot would be properly dressed today.
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